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Humor Generally Does Not
Blend With War in

Europe. j

KILLING OF MEN FAILS jjj
TO ENCOURAGE WIT IIII

Several runny Things, However,
Make Their Way From Trenches jl

to Outside World.!

BY HERBERT COREY. jj!J
(Oopyright, 191B.) ! j

PARIS, August 27..Humor does not ||| ||
blend with war. Soldiers may be per- ||
fectly cheerful.almost happy.as they || I
are on the Lorraine front, and still ||||||
they rarely make jokes worth repeat- l|||||
ing. Killing- other men and risking I t
being killed does not encourage wit. JJ|jl|
The attitude of the average soldier 1 i;
is perfectly expressed by a-cartoon in ||||||
one of the French weeklies. Four sol- || I
diers are seen sitting about a box in a I II
trench on which they have been play- I |||
Ing cards. A shell has just blown the |j||||
trench to bits. The air is filled with
fragments. One soldier has turned to |||||j
view the wreck. The very lines of jl I
his back tell of his fright. One of the J I
others.a hairy veteran.glares at him I |[|
with disgust: I
"Well," he growls, "are we playing I

cards.or are we not?" j
Now and then something is told that II |||

has the germ of laughter in it. A I
typical story of this sort is of the |||||lFnglish Tommy who brought up on the II
station platform at Amiens. He was I I
-sore and dust stained and tired. A I II
friend offered him a cigarette.
"What are you thinking of?" asked I

the friend. Mr. Atkins rubs his head I
to brighten his thought. m
"Hi*m thinking," he answered slow- II II

ly, "that maybe we ll 'ave to give the I ill
blolghters 'ome rule."

A Soldier's Funny Story. >j|
Generally a soldier's stories have ||||||something cynical about them. Blood- I

shed has become commonplace to them. I
Death occurs as an incident of daily ||||||life. I know of a young French cap- I 11
tain, the brother-in-law of a prince, 1III
who came home on leave the other day. ||||||He roared with laughter as he told his I I

yarn: |||| 11
"Almost every day the Germans shell |||IIIour trenches,'' said he. "Then they ||||||charge. But before they charge they ||||always shorten their range to land on I

our Are trenches.and they always drop Unit
their shells into their own front |||IIItrenches. The sides are very close to- |l||||.gether there. We know this so well ||||||;that the moment their fire on our ||||| trenchesslackens up we jump up, to II
see the shells drop into their own men. ||||Arms and legs and everything are 11
tossed into the air. It is excruciatingly ||||||funny. We cheer and wave our caps." ||||||Often, of course, the humor is un- 11|||||conscious, as in the case of the Eng- 11|||||lish soldier Charley Williams told ||||||about the other day. The Englishman |||IIIwas commenting on the qualities of his ||||||French allies. Those who have visited ||||||England know the difficulty one some- ||||||times flnda In having a "crossed" check II
cashed.
"They gets a hi'penny a dye," said he, ||||||' plde every ten dyes with a crossed ||||l|cheek.and still they foights."
How and then the humor, being stillI I|||||unconscious, is not furnished by the sol- ||||]|dier. Will Crooks, the labor leader, who ||||||recently visited the English trenches, ||||||told on his return to Ixmdon of the ac- ||||||tJvitles of an evangelical organization. I I
"Every time a soldier's name appears 11|||||In the pipers," a soldier said to Crooks, ||||||"he gets a package of gospel literature. ||||||A flvorite trac' is 'eaded in black letters: ||||||'Soldier, if you were shot dead this mo- ||||||ment, would you go to 'eaven or 'ell?' ||||||If the people at 'ome cannot do better

than that they'd best not send us any- ||||||thing." |HCould He Hit a Church?
One of the stories one most often Hill

hears in Paris is that of the gunner in
charge of a battery of seventy-fives.
Snipers had been at work in a neighboringvillage. Finally they were run to
earth in the village church.
"Can you hit the church?" the gunner

was asked.
"Most certainly, my officer," he replied."I specialize in churches."
The four guns spoke at once, and the

church and the sniper dissolved together.Afterward the officer wondered
what the gunner meant by his remark.
"Why did you say.you specialize in

churches?" he asked.
"I am a priest," was the grim reply.That isn't told with any jeering undermotive,in spite of the frequently

expressed belief that the French are
an irreligious people. Fully 20,000
priests are serving in the French army
and many of them have won crosses or
promotion. The French are proud of
them. They speak of their fighting
parsons w ith affection. One never hears
a Jeer against church or priest nowadays.The 20,000 in the trenches have
conquered a nation.
Always, it appears, one returns to

Tommy Atkins. He may not do laugh-.
anie tnings more orten than the men
of oth^r nations. It is merely that an
American is more apt to hear of them.
One story is of an English general
feeling his way down a fire trench on a
dark night, hunting for a colonel named
Jones.
"Jones," he called, half under his

breath. Thero was no reply from the
half-seen forms crouched at the loopholes,rifle in hai\d. Tie walked on,
calling "Jones" in louder tones. Finallyhis patience was exhausted.
"I say, Jones." he shouted. A cockney

voice rose fropi the muddy ditch.
"Blarsted old bloighter," growled Mr.

Atkins, "w'y don't you shut your bloody
ead."

Anxious About Merivale.
There is real fun, too. in another of

Will Crooks' stories, of the man at one
end of a trench during a hot engagement.After each storm of shell had
passed a voice rose from the other end:
"Are you all right, Merivale?" it askedanxiously. "Not hurt, arc you?"
Merivale finally became curious over

this quite unprecedented interest in his
welfare.
"Why are you all the time asking if

Tm all right?" he asked. The reply was
a satisfying one.
"I've drawn you in a sweep."
It recalls the story of the new recruit

who insisted upon joining a cavalry!
regiment. The recruiting sergeant
wanted to know why.
"I understand orscs. that's w'y," said

the recruit. "Hi backed a winner and
five seconds h'only yesterdye."
One suspects a Frenchman w ho recentlydied of being inspired half byrealfriendship and half by a freakish!

desire to be revenged upon an unappreciativevillage. lie left his entire
fortune, amounting to $40,000, to one
Haul, a soldier.
"I desire to show my gratitude to

him." stated the decedent. for
many years be has listened patiently to
the story of how I lost my right arm
in the war of 1870. My only condition
is that if he lives through the war he
shall occasionally visit this village and
relate some of his own experiences."
This yarn may he fitly ended by the .lllljlstory of the London stockbroker who

uecame an officer in one of the new
regiments. One day he was quite unexpectedlycalled upon 10 take charge of

drill squad, and stage fright overcamehim. lie wished to tell his men
to "mark time," but to save him he
could not remember the technical
phrase. They watched his slow etnpurplementwith interest, until he finally
broke a distressing silence and roared II
out his order. ||"Stamp," he cried, "and stamp fast." "-=
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Corsets are very different this aut

.!! inches higher; waist i to il/z inches st

shorter. The Palais Royal "Dress-up" c

reliable maker represented and with fan
fit the new models. In new and enlarj
the new building.

"Bon Ton" <
.and "Royal Worceste

For tomorrow's "Opening" these (
with special mention.because they mc

represent the new vogue. The prices o

$3.50 to $10.00. and will be found to equ
to $15.00. The "Royal Worcester," at $j
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850. Avemice figure. 11%-inch
with its fan-shaped bust sores, ex- 873.
presses a new thought in corsetry. 5-inch
Constructed to adequately corset a exquis
figure with full bust and slight hips.- skirt
Flat back effect. Wun- somelj
dabohn thro ughout. £ ^ CZi\ dabohi
White coutil. Sizes 2 9 White

IO 10 ou.
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\»fraRr figure. 11Vo-inch

clasp. 6-inch bust. A smart and comfortablemodel constructed to per- *22.
fectlv control the figure with full ^/s-inc
diaphragm and high bust. Elastic waist.
lacing in skirt front. Long skirt gores
and high back. Wun- coutil.
dabohn throughout, /h f t*A
White coutil. Sizes 19 fill here,
to 30 v phase

Brassieres, 50c
The higher bust corsets made th

demonstrated by experts in third floor
services of these experts, both regarding
will be fully appreciated by Palais Roy;

1''
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Corset jfa
ttmn.with bust 4.^2 to 6

nailer; skirt 1 to 2 inches

ampaign opens with every A]
ious experts to advise and
»ed parlors.third floor of

r" Corsets. U \

Corsets are to be honored
>st fully and satisfactorily HI
f the "Bon Ton" are from
al French Corsets at $5.50
00 to $3.00, best represent
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JKr^ H Velveteen Dre

ftj '*¥ as Illustrated. All
Ul# and Brown. Bodici

l\\lty "Georsette Cr
\AtiB \ \\ lettes" of velveteen

UjNf Back of bodies is
V £loN/\ of self material.
I. u/fWSi ered at waist line.

I UN ^pfictd at
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Avenge figure. 11-inch clasp. || t* /~\ I
bust. French boned and of I J ICiite design. Medium length
with elastic inserts. Handrtrimmed. Wunnt h r o u ghout. ^ AA1J
coutil. Sizes 20 £md

p.. One of the it

tions of expen! ALgu models. Many
jjagj^yi, in white, maize

at=ifV nrnm
Note the silk

vV t'le deep *ace
V ot skirt, the Ps

\. -x6" -GS"®® today, exactly
V tv these dresses at

Third Floor.

Jfer Tell "1
ffli 'le autumn"
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Vj complete stocl
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SKITS.The coll,

/,A'C\ /// \r^S\ . business men will

//I y////i> ,)? p. J1S.50 HS good
1 rJ, //'//\^ V~.J usual at $25 and be
^-3 )/ / /fl f, ")* ter than usual $

BUits at
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" yXj^r TOP COATS.Ch
5AV 1 n/ ol r\\ ? coats, black or Oxf

Jm WON ssnrui x,
7"vj VV fitting back. Cloi

lj/ VJ facing or silk
W edge, as preferred.

SHIRTS- The nei

styles are all here.
Kull figure. 104-inch clasp, .which means tin

:h E.asticLo^tcshkiri ,ecn r^7lef " "XL"'
in back. White $3.50 satisfactory after \i

Sizes 23 to36.. lnB- Prices, I-, »1.5(
score of other new models are «K('K\Vi-l%H Thassuring an ideal for every

of form.to °Pen tomorro
guaranteed $1 g
Silk Four-in-Handi

j ^r"j Tlie usual 65c
T () /n 1 jl I with patented- "Sli

VT bands and open ei
be only

c brassiere a necessity.,, . J The Silk Foui'-l

parlors. Tlie advice and »tandard at sot- ai
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Illustrated 1
The reliability of The Star appli

Royal and appreciated by its patrons.
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Evening Dress as nket -bed Is a c

ss. with "corsage" effect. $185 imported model. Embroidered W
sizes here in Black, Navy Georgette Crepe over white satin. Gn
i and sleeves of fine qual- circles of black sequins are offset h
epe." Collar and "eqau- embroidered beads. This dress is

handsomely embroidered. like" ,n de£ign' formln« ln front a

^ panels with puffs of silk "tulle" at si
shield effect, velyet Jn black forms the
emoroia- striking: finish touches with

Specially %J7circular buckles of French
rhinestones .
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lin§ Headquart(
The Palais Royal do?v.not sell t\

in Washington without gootl reasons
'^ I I silk peau de cygne guaranteed for t\

a \_J the Palais Royal's guarantee of fast
of rich new shades are shown. Anotl

lany reproduc- assuring permanently perfect lines,
sive imported a w t.400 New Suits ,

underslipand Women's Sizes, if.
lounce at hem
iris feature of The new styles of Box Coat, Russian 1

imitated in extreme Paris and London coat styles.
_,,i,r e rr. gabardine, serge, poplin and a great vari.
o V -t>- -5 the popularity of the Palais Royal $25.0(
6 elevators. are made under the supervision of one of

r s
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-lim" II II T1_ - M
winter season 1 116 IN 6\A
morrow with
cs, including On Third

| jte? _eye and young ^ "* /If
find suits at * *

s $14.50 f smKh A, $i
/. J { are the I

esterfleld Over- j!
ord finished wor- i~-^r V Silks, in S
accepted lines- V \ «HBpfp J W'tH thC

s $16.50 iifVs
,v autumn-winter )\jytoil.

Fit guaranteed A ^ mmmmmmmmmammmm
e purchase price rjU\^t i^^Bx
1 and ^ .00 Two of the new $2.95 Blouses are pi
e new season is j de Chine; tint' tucks, dainty hemstitchi
rade of 65c in back cuffs, others plain finished with o

1,1 able. Pale pink and white.
Cravats.

His. To 49c II Two of the new $5.00 Blouses are pi
models, with large collar; others of cr<

-ft, t o be 29c collar: black aid white tie. A lovely
and dainty hemstitching, smart collar

Shop entrance is

Th.rd F)oor_^ Elevators

(
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3V The Star A
/

es to its artists, as in other matters, recognized 1

:opy of a Silk Corded Velvet Coat as illustrat
hlte Silk Here In two-tone Browns, Greens. S!
iduatlng Green and Black. A distinct street c

y hand- lined throughout with a "Skinner's" sa

"smock- The deep belt of self material fastens
nd back front with novelty buttons of bone. At n
des. Silk is a genuine Fitch animal. Note that o^

to the dye situation the colorswill probably be very£
scarce later. Positive value, J/J I
132.50. Here &t....~. ^

mi11

*rs for $25 Su
vice as many $25.00 suits as any other esta;
>. Here's one reason.each suit is lined througl
vo seasons' wear. Another.now that dyes are

colors counts, especially as an unusually large
ler.the all-wool materials are sponged before m

^wait Inspection at
> to 55 Bust; Misses', 14 to 20 Years.

31ouse, semi-fitted and waist line Suits, also reprod
Materials include chiffon broadcloth, guaranteed
ety of new mixtures. The tailoring is the main 1

) Suits, and the fact that should any require alteral
Washington's most expert tailors.

nil zz:

/ Blouse Shi
Floor.Facing Elevators.

nported r
/TTV i

ro.oo, $12.95 a"d $T4-95 JlXv}
Jew Blouses of various \ SI JpTJ a
tyles and colors to wear ^ Af
new suits. These are

and duplicates of them
> be shown in Washing- | V

ctured above; others are of Georgette Crepe ai

ng or fine gathers; sleeves are long, some with sn

ne large button, high or low collar, which ever

ctured above, others include rich silk taffeta or s

;pe de chine, in pink, blue and flesh, with latest
wnite crepe de cnine moaei nas a profusion ot f

effect, the cuffs finished with hemstitching.
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©<! Chiffon Broadcloth Suit mm sketched,
late Note that all Palais Royal Broadilo

Suits are guaranteed spot proof, no matter a
oat, what price. Illustration shows a "PIeh
.tin. Mouse" colored suit, semifltted effect coat
in which has double French seams in envelop*

leek effect at back, white broadcloth showing be
tween seams. Black and white velvet collai

ln« and cuffs, with Kolinsky fur trimming
Skirt is yoked to fit with that

\f\ coat, double French seams ^III showing white broadcloth. rh.fW.Jil
Specially priced at
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its NewCoats
blishment $19.50 PIu^gJ" Sail
lout with plush is absolutely reliable ;
doubtful wear and dye. See the ncu -tvii
quantity here- UP to "Shakingup, 4 1 Oft ^or Silk Corduroi

Jyltf.j/O Coats, Skin ne

(. satin lined; in black, navy ant

^ C" brown.
*~rQC for Misses' Coats o

all-wool mixtures
new styles in sizes 14 to 20 years

uctions of tfJC fjfk and "P f°r "Best
spotproof; «P^«v/vf yt tte" Raincoat?
eason for guaranteed water proof,
lions they

Third Floor.6 elevators.
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The Girls
1 J Third Floor Shop.

Girls of 14 to 20 years have then
separate department, as do thos<
from 6 to 14 years. Also a distinct

hp* shop for the baby and little chil
dren.

.; DRESSES for girls of 6 to 14
Peter Thompson and other mod

\ wnS els, of serge in plain colors anc
"auY novelty cloths in

n 3pR plaids, checks, etc. QfillHDJk Special at W.yO
COATS for girls of 2 to t> yea'

and boys of 1 to 3 years are ..I
HdM corduroy, zibeline and chinchilla
JHHflfl cloth: double breasted, plain

and belted. Special

nd Crepe ROMPERS in new and better
styles with high neck and Ionstar urn sjeeves> for autumn and A/***

is prefer- winter wear

COATS for the baby, of atl woo
cashmere and batiste, made with

iOft faille circular cape, embroidered ant
scalloped.moment

ine tucks °* "lie Prizc displays in con
nection with this "Dress-up" cam

paign is the children's window
See this window before going it
the store.


